Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus Contest ! 

The implementation of Human Rights commitments should be first priority of world leaders from government and business shaping the global agenda in the WEF in Davos. For the Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus, as important as lobbying these powerful global forums, is to support innovative bottom-up local and regional initiatives from civil society in those countries where human rights implementation is outrageously inadequate. 

In order to support the implementation of decentralized activities within the framework of the Global Day of Action (WSF 2008), the Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus has organised a Human Rights and Accountability Contest. The around 60 hight quality proposals (including events, projects and initiatives) have focused on redressing accountability deficits in realising human rights and exploring innovative ways to improve Human Rights Accountability. Activities were designed to support effective awareness, dialogue, research, action or advocacy to hold responsible actors to account for realising a pressing human rights issue or redressing violations committed.

The jury, composed of important experts in the field of Humans Rights:

-Hafsat Abiola, a Nigerian human rights, civil rights and democracy activist, founder of Kudirat Initiative for Democracy (KIND) 

-Olivier de Schutter, professor of Human Rights law at the University of Louvain (UCL) and at the College of Europe, visiting professor at Columbia Univerity, and the general secretary of the FIDH.

-Chico Whitaker, a leading social activist  and one of the co-founding figures of the World Social Forum in Brazil 

...has awarded the following initiatives, the price consisting in granting funds for the implementation of the activities: 

	Organisation 
	Title of the project 
	Short Description of Activities

	Radio La Benevolencija Humanitarian Tools Foundation
	Project for the commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the UDHR. 
	Diffusion of broadcast successful stories by 4 large-scale gatherings in Rwanda 

	BUSTAN
	Facing human rights abuses of the Bedouin community
	Training of Bedouin activists in human rights and digital media in January, 2008 in the Negev region of Israel

	Health and Development Center for Afghan women (HDCAW)  
	Rights for Peace  
	Reducing cases of women’s rights violation and prevention of violence 

	The Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL)
	Protection of Uncontacted Indigenous Peoples in the Amazon
	Petitioning the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and testifying at a thematic hearing to promote the human rights of uncontacted peoples in the Amazon. 


The awarded organisations will be represented in the Press conference by :

Albert Nzamukzereka (LaBenevolencija)

 Ahmad Sulaiman (HDCAW) 

Raed Will (Bustan)

Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder, Managing Attorney of CIEL's Geneva Office. 

Profile of the awarded organisations: 

BUSTAN -ISRAEL

BUSTAN is an Israeli NGO working in the Bedouin and Jewish communities in the Negev region of Israel since 1999.   Through analysis, education, and action, Bustan works for fair resource allocation and environmental and social justice for all residents of the region. The majority of Bedouins in Israel live in 45 “unrecognized” villages—meaning that the Israeli government does not provide health, electricity, potable water, sewage treatment, education, or transportation to these villages.  In addition, most of the villages are under constant threat of home demolitions carried out by the Israeli government. Our major activities and campaigns include: Children's Power Project, Negev Unplugged Tours; Green Center. BUSTAN’s staff reflect the demographics of the region, including Bedouin, Jewish and international staff.  BUSTAN also has a network of hundreds of volunteers from throughout Israel and abroad.  

More information on: http://bustan.org/
La Benevolencija- Rwanda

La Benevolencija (“Radio La Benevolencija Humanitarian Tools Foundation”) is a Dutch international non-governmental organization who sees its mission in the empowerment of groups and individuals targeted by hate speech and resulting acts. It broadcasts educational media programs and radio soap operas, in combination with grass roots activities that provide citizens in vulnerable societies with knowledge on how to resist manipulation to violence and how to heal trauma, encouraging them to be active bystanders against incitement and violence. It currently runs large-scale broadcast campaigns in Rwanda, Eastern DRC and Burundi as a powerful tool in support of reconciliation and justice processes in the Great Lakes region. Its activities are founded in a firm methodology and strategy based on comparative academic studies of genocide and group conflicts. 

More information on: http://www.labenevolencija.org/
HDCAW - Afghanistan

Health and Development Center for Afghan Women (HDCAW) is a non-governmental, non-profit and non-partisan organization rendering its services for women in various areas. HDCAW was first established in Peshawar, Pakistan in 1994. After the collapse of the brutal regime of the Taliban, HDCAW promptly shifted its main office to Kabul so as to keep on implementing its projects for women and children inside Afghanistan. HDCAW was established to alleviate the problems of women and their child in different sectors and help improve their socio-economic status. HDCAW focuses its projects inside Afghanistan in various close and remote provinces and the Capital. It has designed and implemented various projects, such as women rights awareness programs, children rights, teacher training programs, health and literacy training, vocational training programs especially for war affected children and widows and indigent males and females, capacity building and particular publicity campaigns for the former Constitutional Loya Jerga.

CIEL-United States & Latin American partner organisations

CIEL is a public interest environmental law organization founded in 1989 dedicated to using international law, institutions, and processes to protect human rights and the global environment and to promote sustainable development.  To achieve these goals we work in partnership with diverse public interest allies globally by offering legal and policy analysis, counsel, advocacy, education, training, and capacity building. Since our founding, our lawyers and other staff have used their expertise to protect environmental resources, defend human rights, and promote sustainable development.  Today we are guided by concern for the world’s poorest people and a deepening awareness of their importance and contributions to conservation and sustainable development, and we are gravely concerned about the growing connection between threats to the global environment and violations of basic human rights.

More information on: http://www.ciel.org/
Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus

e-mail: coordinationhdhrc@yahoo.com
More information on : http://hdhrc.over-blog.com


