A detailed study on the status of socio economic status, and human rights of Dalits live in 50 villages of Dindigul District



* * *** * * ***  *** *****

Introduction:

Articles of 15 and 16 of Indian Constitution in the year 1950, provides ‘ all the socially backward castes shall be given opportunities in jobs, education, and political forums through reservations in jobs, education and political structures so that they could compete with other castes and be empowered.  The articles aim at mainstreaming of the Dalits in the national stream. The provision of special reservations in educational institutions, jobs, and the political structures of the State will ensure the socio economic advancement of Dalits, with this sole aim, the Department of Adi Dravida Welfare’ has been started and functions in the state.

Besides this, Special schemes and projects for the Dalits communities’ welfare, and development viz. Employment guarantee, Subsidies to Dalits entrepreneurs, welfare schemes to Dalits women, children, men, youth, trainings, and allocation of special quota in government welfare programs and other projects have been undertaken. What is the impact of these schemes, concessions, and reservations, quotas on Dalits population, the caste discrimination, and abuse of their rights as Dalits? SET WIN has a question in its mind and bothering them for some quite time.  Is there any positive project, program to alleviate the abuses,  violence’s over the Dalits human rights and Dalits women rights?  The Dalits communities still live in constant fear, threat and uncertainty of their future and livelihood in their habitations at which they are living for generations, because of caste discrimination and abuse by the upper castes in the villages. Indian Constitution rightly declared in 1950, that ‘Untouchability is abolished’ and Practicing Untouchability under Article 17, what is its status in practice?  Still lot of Dalits, Dalits women, girls and children fell as victims of caste based discriminations and violence, and loss their lives and belonging. Besides special provision on abolishing untouchability in Constitution itself,  Protection of Civil Rights Act 1955 and  Prevention of  Atrocities ( against Scheduled Castes and Tribes) Act 1989, have been enacted and they are in force.
Amidst of so many acts, constitutional provisions, special schemes, reservations, is there any cessation of atrocities and abuses against Dalits communities today?. To this question, no one is here to answer properly. SET WIN kept all these in its mind, ventured into taking a detailed study on the real situation of the Dalits communities, their livelihood, untouchability, discriminations,  and changes occurred in the lives and livelihood of Dalits as a result of the Government special measures since independence, in 50  village Panchayats , that are all declared as Reserved Panchayats” that means the Panchayats Villages has more Dalits population , and only Dalits could become the President of the Village Panchayats Council. The team members did the study from November to December 2007, on the status of the social, economic status, and the Dalits rights in the 50 Reserved Panchayats

Background information and aim of the study:

Studies have been undertaken at the region, national, and international level, on socio economic development of the people, and on the human rights violations issues from time to time. These studies are two types, one is study on socio economic status and another one is status of the human rights. In these two studies, the studies on human rights situation focus on the aspects of violation of civil and political rights of the people.  In the socio economic studies, the study deals with the housing, education, electricity, food security, employment prospects, and enjoyment of these basic privileges of the people live over there and denial of the basic privileges to the people by others or government.  This study of SET WIN Team members now taken up both these type of studies together, a comprehensive study covered all the socio economic and political aspects, enjoyment of these rights by the people, and abuses of these privileges of the Dalits.  This is the first ever study taken by any researcher or any organization in the state of Tamilnadu to do a comprehensive study. It is just beginning of a process by our team, it is to go a long way..
In August 2007, SET WIN team members had the opportunity to meet and discuss with  Ms. Emma Sydenham LLM, Coordinator, Equal in Rights,  Netherlands,  about the socio economic and human rights violations in the target villages. Ms. Emma opined that  a detailed  study on the enjoyment of the social , economic , civil and political rights of the people together will only help the activists to have a full view of the human rights  enjoyment by the grassroots. In continuation of her opinion sharing , she visited one villages and listened to Dalits families in the village, posed questions to draw answers to cover all these socio, economic, civil, political rights enjoyment by the grassroots Dalits. This is the beginning of the our study, now we go details on the study of our team..
Aims and objectives of the study

1.To conduct a detailed study on the prevailing socio economic conditions of Dalits,  the existing civil rights to Dalits, the obstacles to avail and enjoy the same, types of untouchability, problems faced by the Dalits,  the abusers,  the functions of the Government system and its functionaries in ensuring the rights and privileges of the Dalits, and bring all these into light.
2. To study different and innovative ideas, strategies to be applied to handles these abuses and rights violations, denial of basic privileges of the Dalits.

3. To pave for the way for the ‘Equal in Rights’  Nederland to provide SET WIN team members  to work towards the handling of the abusive and violation situations.

A interview schedule with 8 chapters and 120 questions were prepared and printed. 10 Research investigators were engaged in this important task and completed the study in 50 villages’ panchayats successfully in a period of 2 months. SET WIN sought the assistance of  a human rights organization called ‘ EVIDENCE’, Madurai, without their support the study will not complete, they rendered their expertise in the preparation of the interview schedules, ordering of the questions, type of questions and analysis of the study in a detailed manner and make it a complete.
The names of the 50 Reserved Village Panchayats where the study has been conducted,  have been given as below:

	S

No
	Name of the villages 
	S.

No
	Name of the villages

	01
	Thennampatti
	02
	Kothayam

	03
	Goundanpatti
	04
	Veerachinnampatti

	05
	Kalladipatti
	06
	Ma Nettiapatti

	07
	Morepatti
	08
	Ragalapuram

	09
	Akkaraipatti
	10
	Chettinayakanpatti

	11
	Samuthirapatti
	12
	Sendurai

	13
	Vembarpatti
	14
	Ethilodu

	15
	Kullichettipatti
	16
	Poosaripatti

	17
	Uthchampatti
	18
	V. Ammapatti

	19
	Thooppupatti
	20
	Kulathupatti`

	21
	Podamapatti
	22
	Podikamanvadi

	23
	Kariyanpatti
	24 
	Palaya Semppatti

	25
	Velayuthampalayampudur
	26
	Pilathu

	27
	R. Vellodu
	28
	Kalagoundanpatti

	29
	Mallapuram
	30
	Thottanampatti

	31
	Komnbur
	32
	Chinnapallapatti

	33
	Sanarpatti
	34
	Sirugudi

	35
	Thottanoothu
	36
	Kumarasamy Goundanpudur

	37
	Kuppampalayam
	38
	Annapatti

	39
	Madichilampu
	40
	Puliyur Natham

	41
	Vattha Goundan Valasu
	42
	Poosari Goundan Valasu

	43
	Palayapatti
	44
	Thoppampatti

	45
	Pithalaipatti
	46
	V. Gurumpapatti

	47
	Nariyoothu
	48
	Konnayampatti

	49
	Kullalakundu
	50
	Kuruvanur


 Socio Economic and Human rights situation in the villages ………

The total population of these 50 villages is 68696 in which 27043 people are Dalits; while 41653 people are belong to non Dalits.  In the total population of 68696, 34047 are females and 34069 are males. The Dalits population ratio is 40% while non Dalits are 60% in these 50 target villages.
Shelter
68% of the Dalits families live in thatched huts. Total RCC roofed shelters in the villages are 5.5%. In that 94.5% of the RCC roofed houses belong to non Dalits. Most of the Dalits families live together in the same house as they do not have separate houses, or places to put up a thatched hut. Hence, elderly Dalits live in the same house where their married sons live together with them out of poor space and can’t afford to construct a new hut. 10 feet long and 10 feet breadth houses are the houses for the Dalits families. They live in cramped houses. The houses are poorly built with poor quality materials or with available local clay and sand, and unsafe for human habitation. Comparing these huts of Dalits, the non Dalits houses are strong and safe.
Even the government built so called colony houses is poor in qualities, lack drinking and other basic facilities. The houses seem to be constructed for namesake, not in true spirit to provide housing facility to the Dalits. No organization/ agency exist in the state to take up the housing facilities for the Dalits, ensuring quality houses, with the State Government of Tamilnadu and advocate their rights for quality housing with adequate facilities. The irony is, since all the married sons of a dalit have to live with their parents in the same house constructed for their father, and that creates a false situation that all the Dalits families are having their own residence. In true sense, 50% of the Dalits are not having housing till today.85% of the Dalits houses/huts are not safe and not quite suitable for the human living. 
Drinking water and water facilities

Of the total 50 study villages, in 47 villages poor quality drinking water is available for the families to drink and cook their meal. The water is saline, hard and not good to drink as the water tanks are not cleaned up for months. The result is the Dalits are having lung diseases, skin infections, tuberculosis. If they go for boiling the water and drink the boiled water, the 80% of the illnesses will be prevented. Only 20% of the drinking water taps are being installed in the Dalits habitations, the 80% of the water taps being installed in the non Dalits habitations. Other water facilities such as pond, tank and open well facilities are available to Dalits in a limited way. The local village Panchayats officials are not attending the repairs at the water tap installations in the Dalits habitations after receiving the complaint. However they attend and rectify the taps at the non Dalits habitations.
Since the inception of  the Dalits as its presidents of the village council, now the repair works have been undertaken then and there, there is an improvement in this respect.

Sanitation

Of the total 50 villages, only 68 dalit families are having their own toilets. That indicates that almost all of the dalit families do not have toilets and practices open air defaecation and urination. The efforts of the State in ensuring total sanitation to Dalits families are poor and far behind. The Dalits are also lacking in toilet usages, importance of toilet usage, the harmful effects of open air defaecation, and they lack awareness about the government total sanitation program etc. The irony is the non Dalits are using the toilet complexes built up under Government Total Sanitation Program under taken intensively, while the Dalits lack awareness of the same. Even though there are toilet complexes in few Dalits habitations have been constructed under the total sanitation program by the NGOs. The lack of adequate water supply to the flush out toilets, keep the toilets still unused and in a poor condition now.
Electricity
80 % of the Dalits houses are having electricity facility under one light scheme to one family in the total of 50 surveyed villages. This is the only facility that reached maximum of Dalits houses from the State.

 In Bodikamanvadi, Velayuthampalayampudur, Mallapuram, Annapatti, villages, the electricity  lamp posts, the lamp posts( concrete posts), now stands in a dangerous conditions as the cement pastes over the iron rods, worn out and only the lamp posts stood on the steel rods. Whenever the lamp posts will fall down with electricity power is on on any passers by.
For the past 2 years, the fused lights, remain un replaced for 2 years, and those Dalits houses having electricity power connection via through the damaged posts, have not been attended so far as the wire man fear of romping over  the post.

Location of the School facility to Dalits children

45 villages are having Primary School( up to V standard), of these Primary Schools, only 8 Primary Schools are located in the Dalits habitations , the remaining schools are located in the non Dalits habitations. There are 31 Middle Schools in these 50 villages , while only one middle school is located in the Dalits habitations. Of the 26 high schools, only one high school is located in the Dalits habitation.   There are no higher secondary schools in the Dalits habitations.
As most of the schools are located in non Dalits habitations, the dalit children attend their schooling with fear and inferior complex among the non Dalits fellow children in the schools. For e.g. In R. Vellodu village, caste discrimination is being in force.
Most of the schools do not have separate classrooms , due to inadequate space for the children, the teachers are conducting their classes under the shadow of the trees in the schools.

For e.g. In Akkaraipatti, Kalagoundanpatti, Marichilambu villages, are having no separate classrooms for the different ages and standards of classes, and teachers are forced to conduct the classes under the tree shadow.

There are schools in which they are function with one teacher, two teachers for all the 5 standards of classes. For e.g. In Marichilambu village school, there is only one teacher  is working and looking after the 5 classes, and totally 130 children.

In Pillathu, V. Gurumpapatti, villages, two teaches are looking after the 5 classes in their respective primary schools, and in  Vembarpatti village, this is a middle school having 8 classes and  only 2 teachers are looking after the children.

Location of the Government offices

Of the total 50 villages, 41 villages are having its own ration (fair priced shops run by the State Government) shops. 9 of them are located in the Dalits habitations. There are 47 Primary Health Centers, Sub Health Centers and Government Hospitals in these 50 target study villages, while only 2 Primary Health Centers are situated in Dalits habitations.
The location of the post offices and Village Panchayats offices are located in non Dalits habitations, 97% of the offices.  Since most of the villages, the caste people are denying access to these offices as they banned the Dalits not to walk through the streets where the non Dalits houses are located. The result is the Dalits have the inner fear of the Government offices, officials, and hesitant to approach them and avail the benefits in real term, caste discrimination puts stumbling block to the Dalits to access these officials and have regular contacts and rapport. 
For e.g. In Thennamapatti, Palaya Chemmpatti, Ethilodu, villages, caste men used to tease the Dalits women with touching their sensitive parts, using filthy languages against them, calling them by their caste name when they are standing in queues for availing the ration things (rice, kerosene, dhal, oil, wheat, sugar, and other items on subsidized rates).

The staffs at the ration shops are allowing the non Dalits, caste landowner community people, to test the quality of the ration articles and purchase once they arrived from the godowns. The Dalits are forced to avail poor quality and old stocks to their homes.

Education:

Only 31604 are literates in the total 68696 total population. In the total literates, 12949 are females, 8055 are Dalits. Only 5% of the Dalits are literates. In total literacy of the villages Dalits women constitute 13.7 %.

The literacy status of the Dalits is matter of concern and requires the immediate attention and intervention of the Government, NGOs and other social entrepreneurs. The awareness among Dalits on the importance of the education is also poor and lacking.
In the 100% total Dalits children enrollement in the I standard, 60 girls complete their primay education, out of the 60 girls in the high schools, only 25 girls complete their X standard examiniations. Only 8-10 girls appeared for the Higher Secondary School examinations among the daltis.Only 1-2 girls join in the college studies. The reason behind the poor literacy rates and  poor completion of the Dalits children, are varies from village to villages, such as poverty, puberty, safety of the girls children., location of the school in the caste land owners habitations, caste discrimination in classrooms by the teachers and children. 

Occupations

 59% of the dalits (12074) are landless farm workers, and 13% of the dalits (2714) are unemployed. These 59% of the landless farm laborers are having work for 123 days in a year. The remaining periods they have to search for the odd jobs available in the landowners’ lands. The wage rates for a man laborer per day are Rs.90/- while for the woman laborer it is Rs.44/- per day. Both men and women work for the same hours of work in the lands. However the wage disparity on the basis of their sex prevails in this part of the state. Though men and women work for the same duration of the working hours, the women are being paid by the land owners half of their men get per day work.
There are contractors who take contracts with the Block Development offices and the local bodies’ works, and no Dalit is a contractor in these 50 target villages. Almost 95% of the dalits do not aware of the government schemes and the eligibility etc. It was found that only 15% of the government schemes reached the intended beneficiaries.
Marriage

The average marriage age for a Dalit girl is 16 years, the irony is the legal marriageable age for girls is 18 years completion, while for boys it is 20 years (legal marriageable age is 21 years for boys).  The reasons for early marriages are; the threat from the caste landowners’ sexual abuses, poor literacy, lack of awareness on the adolescent reproductive health, lack of state monitoring and vigil to prevent teenage marriages, etc.
Nutrition and diet

The proper nutrition to individual Dalit is far behind than others people in the villages. They lack awareness in this respect, and 97 % of the expectant Dalit mothers do not know about the nutrition, diet, immunization, post natal care, and do not take nutrition as recommended by the Gynecologists and can’t afford to costs towards the same too out of sheer poverty situation wherein they live.
Human rights violations and abuses situation
· Out of the 50 studied villages; the two tumbler system for dalits and non dalits is still exist and in practice in the small tea vending shops in 40 villages.
· In 48 villages, caste landowners banned the entry of dalits in the temples located in the villages, and take part in village temple festivals.
· The discrimination against Dalit school going children in the schools and classrooms are existing and in practice in 27 villages. It is in practice, in all these 27 villages, that the teachers and the fellow children from caste families are calling the dalits children, by their caste name, not the child’s name.

· In Government run health centers, the doctors, the health staffs, nurses are still treating and nursing the dalits patients without touching the dalits by their hands, this practice prevails in the 17 villages out of the 50 study villages.

· Almost from all the target villages, the practice of dalits being taken to other states as bonded laborers. In 29 villages, the bonded labor system is still in force and exists. 
· In 36 villages out of 50 study villages, the sexual abuses, forced sex, rape, of dalits girls and women by the caste landowners, who happened to work in their lands for wages still exists.  The sexual abuses and force sex cases are being just booked as cases at the police stations and do not come under crime bureau records.

· In all the 49 target villages, the dalits men are forced to do menial works and death ceremonies of the caste landowners family members, for meager wages and beat tom-- tom, informing the death news to the caste landowners relatives and friends houses, because of their caste status.
The study classified the atrocities and abuses against dalits into 30 types and it was given in a separate sheet in tabular forms. 
The study concludes that the  action against atrocities against dalits by the State Government and its law enforcement agencies is so poor and have not reacted properly and legally.  The actions taken so far are in favor of the abusers and crime abettors.

The Indian Constitution declares under Article 15, no discrimination to be shown to any Indian citizen on the basis of his/her caste, religion, race, language, occupation, etc. It vows no discrimination to any citizen, the reactions and actions of the Governments, are so far discriminatory and in favor of the abusers and the caste people.

The action of the district Administration and District Police Office against the practice of untouchability and atrocities against dalits, shall be suo motto’.
The aim of this study undertaken by SETWIN team, is not only listing out of the villages where in practices of untouchability and caste discrimination, also to bring out the poor response of the government officials during atrocities and abusive incidences against dalits so far since the promulgation of the acts to take penal action on crime abettors.And whether their action did make any impact in reducing the untouchability  and atrocities incidences or not.
The Protection of Civil Rights Act 1955 and the Prevention of Atrocities ( against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Act 1989, salient features are as follows;

· Under these acts, atrocities on dalits are crimes under the acts.

·  The PA act punishes the culprits heavier than the previous act of Protection of Civil Rights Act, it proposes to severe punishments under the act for the accused.
· The act makes it compulsory to set up separate  Session courts at the District Head Quarters to trail the cases of atrocities under the PA act.
· These courts to have special Public Prosecutor to advocate the atrocities on behalf of the dalits and the State.
· This PA Act punishes those Government officials who disown his or her duties to be performed under this act.
·  The PA Act have the powers to xxx expatriate any individual who commits crime under this act from his places of residence to other far away places.
· Those properties were utilized to commit the atrocities and crime under this act could be forfeited by the State and impose fines and punishment on the individual or the particular caste community as a whole.
· No court will give the abusers and accused, the anticipatory bail.
· The act empowers the Government/State, to give arms to the dalits if the situation demands such a situation to protect the dalits from the caste communities, for self defense.
· The cases of atrocities and untouchability to be handled by a police official not below the rank of  Deputy Superintendent of Police or higher officials (usually the Sub Inspector or Inspector of Police books and handles the cases)
· Under the Act, a state level Vigilance committee presided by the Chief Minister of the State with officials, totally 25 members to sit and monitor the implementation of the act in true spirit.
· The act provides the expenses of the victims to travel to courts, police stations, and other places at the expenses of the State, or in the Government vehicle to travel from homes to intended places or offices, the victims are eligible for Travel allowance, dearness allowance, administrative expenses with respect to the case, these are all the duties and response of the State. The state government shall ensure the victims of atrocities avail the rehabilitation fund under the act and pave the way for rehabilitation of the victim.
Our concern is whether all these legal provisions are being implemented in letter and spirit by the concerned government officials or not. We request the government officials concerned to fulfill their legal duties with respect to the act and do justice to the victims as per law in force.

It was learnt that the local policemen and officials are not doing their duties and implement the act as per the law.  They are not showing any concern and interest to book cases under PA Act when the victim reaches the police station. They used to force compromises without booking cases against the crime abettors and threaten the victims to be booked under draconian acts, acts in favor of the caste people. The team heard these incidents from the dalits victims.
The team heard from the dalits communities that the 80% of the schemes and projects intended for the dalits communities have not been implemented so far. Instead of decreasing incidents of atrocities and untouchabilities against dalits, over a period of time, it was learnt by the team that the incidents are increasing day by day. 
The team found that the awareness on Government dalits welfare scheme and projects has not reached the dalits and they still lack behind in this front.

Hence, the awareness on development schemes (housing, education, drinking water, health, infrastructure to dalits habitations) meant for the dalits to be taken intensively to all the habitations of dalits in the target villages. There should be more awareness orientations and programs to reach all the dalits households to enable them to motivate them to approach the concerned government officials.

Also the efforts of the State law enforcement agencies, with respect to prevent the untouchability , discriminations and atrocities on dalits communities has to be severe and serious in the coming days to eliminate the practices from the community. The awareness programs and the legal actions should go simultaneously and that should by the government agencies very strongly. These are the needs of the hour.

The team felt that there is a need for vigilance of implementation of basic facilities for the dalits households such as socio economic projects, education of the dalits children, basic infrastructure facilities, drinking water needs for the dalits ,by the state agencies,  the agencies should intervene against the abusers and the caste landowners, and punish them under  the arm of law, and also the campaign against untouchability through IEC activities, have to be taken  to these 50 target villages soon. 

Recommendations

· Keep vigil over the implementation of socio economic schemes for Dalits communities, ensuring cent percent achievement of the targets and reaching the intended beneficiaries.

· Vigil over the human rights conditions, in the Dalits communities and intervene during the abuse and violation incidents against Dalits.

· Awareness and sensitization of the communities on Dalits rights and campaign against untouchability practices.

· Undertaking particular cases of atrocities, and untouchability practices in the villages and follow up till the solution of the problem.

We request ‘equal in rights, Nederland’ to study the paper and express your opinion, recommendations, and suggestions if any. After receiving a response from your agency, SET WIN submit its detailed proposal of action towards this situation after knowing your response in this regard.

Preparatory works done for the study works
In order to enlighten and build the capacities of the investigators of the study on socio economic and human rights of the Dalits in 50 villages , SET WIN Society has organized  two days workshop at  CIRHEB Center, Nilakottai. Mr. Kadhir, Managing Director , EVIDENCE, Madurai,  Mr. Arumugam, Madurai, Mrs. Thilagam, Coordinator, EVIDENCE, Madurai, Dr. Thangadurai, M.A. M.Phil, Nilakottai,  Mr. P.V.Selvam, Secretary, SET WIN Society, Nilakottai, and Mr. G. Gajendran, Project facilitator, SET WIN  Soceity, Nilakottai facilitated the 2 days workshop which was held from 1-12-2007 to 2-12-2007.
The I day workshop dealt the basics of human rights, evolution of human rights, its history, what are human rights, constitutional provisions to ensure the human rights,  women rights, child rights etc, during the I session of the workshop.
The II session dealt the issues of socio economic, and cultural rights of the people, socio economic empowerment,. The session also explained in details about the salient features, provisions and lacunae in the Panchayats Raj Act . The I day workshop concluded with this.

During the next day, the I sessions goes on dealing the constitutional provisions for ensuring and safeguarding the human rights  in India, particularly with reference, to Dalits rights act, and the need for new acts such as Protection of Civil Rights Act 1955, and the new act of Prevention of  Atrocities ( against Scheduled Castes and Tribes) Act 1989.

The session after coffee break dealt the topics on research study on socio economic situation, socio economic rights, and types of interview, eliciting more information from the people.

The trainees were assigned the task of framing the interview schedules and questions.  The trainees went to take pilot study with their interview schedules into 3 groups of each three members.

Based on the pilot study experiences, and the information they collected from the people, the interview has been modified and revised so that it is relevant to the field study. 
Then the actual research study has been undertaken by the 10 research investigators viz. Mr. Gajendran, Mr. Malaichamy, Mr. Karuppusamy, Mrs. Alagurani, Mrs. Pandichelvi, Ms. Rekha, Ms. Gnanaselvi, Mrs. Uma, Mrs. Ganeswari and Mrs.Chellam in 50 villages. Each research investigator has been assigned 5 villages each for the study.
The study was started on 5-12-2007 to 25-12-2007. The team members completed the study in 20 days period.

Situation Analysis workshop for the research investigators

2 days workshop for the research investigators have been organized at IDEAS, Madurai from 6-02-2008 to 07-02-2008. All the 10 investigators attended the workshop. 
During the workshop, with the facilitation of facilitators, Mr. Kadhir, Managing Director, Mrs. Thilagam, Coordinator, EVIDENCE, Mr. P.V.Selvam, Secretary,   and Mr. Gajendran, Project Facilitator, SET WIN, the research investigators analyzed the data obtained out of the research study in the 50 target villages. The team went on analyzing the date with intensive care and due attention, as every minute details is very important for the study. 
The team discussed and came out with future plan of actions to be taken by SET WIN, based on the study, outcome and field based experiences etc.
PAGE  
1

