6 February 2007

Truly the year 2007 of the general election in Kenya must have marked a massive historical voter turnout. But contrary to most Kenyans’ expectations, things fell apart immediately on the announcement of presidential poll results by the electoral commission of Kenya chairman Mr. Samuel Kivuitu.

 

The big cities were put to flames, rural areas adversely suffered a lot and slums were never spared as unbelievable, massive destruction was and still is being witnessed. As an example, Youth Mirror Movement, from Korogocho slum in Eastlands Nairobi, suffered tremendously as its office was set on fire during the night, leaving the organization with a very big loss.

 

Due to the ongoing ethic violence, one 24-year-old Youth Mirror Movement member was killed and other three female members displaced after their homes were set on fire. The remaining members have worked tirelessly in conjunction with (light heart of Jesus) a church youth group and have organized a joint brainstorming workshop which targeted youths in Korogocho and its environs. We are also planning to conduct a 2 kilometer peace march and peace concert this month.

 

Yours sincerely,

Phebias and Chrispine

Youth Mirror Movement

youthmirror05@yahoo.com
BIOGRAP HY

PHEBIAS WANDERA ODUORI

I was born in the year 1984 in Bujwanga village Busia District in Western Province of Kenya. I am the second born in a family of seven siblings. My mother took me to start my nursery class in Nairobi at the age of eight years at an informal St. John’s school in Korogocho. By the fact that my father was a carpenter in his small workshop, it earned him peanuts at the end of the day, while my mum was just a grocer with a small kiosk in front of our single roomed house in Ngomongo - Korogocho slums.

Due to their meager incomes and a hardly way of survival, my parents could not raise school fees for me and my siblings. The situation worsened & they were compelled to ferry some of us back to our rural home where we enrolled in the nearest school in our village as we stayed with our grandmother in our little piece of land.

Even though we had so many arrears at school, which my parents could not cover at once, through God’s grace I was able to move from one level to the other. This was because of the urge I had to work hard at school so as to maintain my top position and gain entry to a high school.

Finally my dream came true when I sat for my Kenya certificate of primary education in the year 2000 and managed to score good marks which could enable me join a top provincial school in the province out due to lack of school fees, I was forced to move back to Nairobi where my parents and I had little hope for me to join my secondary school.

Fortunately I got some assistance from a well wisher who after knowing very well my family background secured me a place at Ruaraka High School, and paid my admission fees. Later on, school fees arrears accumulated and my parents and I had to face this task. All the time I was out of school seeking some casual jobs so as to raise some money for my school fees.

As years went by I pleaded with the principal to allow me settle at school, who later together with board allocated some little bursary funds, which covered a quarter of my school fees. That is when I was allowed to sit for my final Kenya certificate of secondary education. In the year 2004 which paved my way to college where I studied and graduated diploma in community development (social studies)

But during the time of my studies both in primary and high school levels, I engaged myself with various community based organizations mostly initiated by youth. It was until the year 2006 that other fellow youth and I resolved to initiate the youth mirror movement an organization which strives for advocacy against drug abuse and substance abuse but strongly enhances human rights related issues and livelihood. Currently I am also working for a Catholic Church street children project as situated in Korogocho as coordinator. 
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CHRISPINE OCHIENG OKELLO
I was born in the year 1977 in Mauna Village, Ugunja Division, Siaya District, Nyanza Province of Kenya. I am the first born in a family of seven siblings. I started my primary education in Mauna primary school but due to financial constrains my parents could not afford to pay my school fees, so I was compelled to stay at home.

Because my father was a welder, he left to Nairobi for a job search and fortunately God blessed him and got a casual work in an Asian company. Later we joined him in Korogocho slums in the year 1989 where we were and still living. There, a good Samaritan just introduced me to Undugu Society of Kenya and there I acquired basic education. Because I was a bit bright, I was registered for Kenya Certificate of Primary Education examination (KCPE) which I passed then they further supported my secondary education until I did Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) exams in the year 1997.

In the year 1999 to 2001 I was a casual laborer only later to join a youth organization by the name “Positive Youth Initiative” where I was given an opportunity to serve voluntarily as a National assistant co-coordinator. 

In the year 2006an idea of initiating a community based organization was born in my mind due to a lot of crime and drug abuse activities which was ruining my peers lives in Korogocho and its environ, and fortunately I shared it with my few friends in Korogocho whom supported the idea and eventually, The Youth Mirror Movement was registered in Jun, 2006 as a Community Based Organization.

In conclusion, I still believe that our organization’s goal which is “To enhance human development” will one day come true despite the challenges that the organization is going through even now due to post election violence.

In order to help in peace restoration efforts in Kenya, Youth Mirror Movement has planned variety of activities in February and March. To mention, Peace march 23rd of February, 9th of March Art exhibition for children and 23rd of March Music and drama festivals.

