12 February 2008

Reflections from Kenya

As a young Kenyan we are the majority of the population, we are the perpetrators and the victims of the post-electoral violence. Young people turned out in large numbers to cast their votes (as never seen before in Kenya's history). Youths have been used by politicians to further political agendas or as mercenaries for hire. Many young Kenyans are unemployed, and in the IDP camps the majority are young people, women and children. 

On personal reflection, I feel insecure; I was a victim of harassment last week in the Central Business District of Nairobi due to allegedly belonging to a given side of the political divide. I fear even carrying my ID card for fear of being a victim of violence. There are some parts of the city where I cannot go. Personally, I feel that our institutions have failed us. 

As an organization we were part of the youth voice that gave their views on the situation in Kenya to the Panel of Eminent Personalities in Kenya's peace negotiation talks. We also participated in the preparation of the National Youth Crime Prevention Week at the UN Headquarters in Nairobi.
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Leonida Odongo is a trainer of trainers in HIV/AIDS community-based care and support services, ESCR, and supervision, monitoring and evaluation of community based care and support services. She represents Ebony Youth and Orphans Support Initiative Kenya, a youth organization whose mission is to improve the quality of life of youths and other vulnerable children and to build youth capacity for sustainable development. She has diplomas in community development, project planning & management and in marketing management, and starts a degree course in social work in May 2008.
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