THE KENYAN CRISIS

By Rebecca Tanui

We live in a world where there is the human cry for peace everywhere. Life with impunity characterizes every sphere of engagement. We are engulfed by the frontiers of war and violence in the World because of misuse of power. It is as if we live in a jungle where the law of might reigns over the weak and vulnerable. That is why in the Bible Isaiah’s text signifies that at the dawn of the messianic reign the jungle must be transformed into a garden. Unlike the jungle where the strong feed on the weak, the new community of grace is a place where visibility is not signified by strength but by the capacity to transform relationships of power into service. The purpose of God in Christ is to liberate, to heal and transform the whole of humanity and the creation. Opposition, resistance and rejection were permanent features of Christ's life and mission. But violence has no place in God's economy. 

Kenyans ushered in the year 2008 with chaos and uncertainty in the wake of violence witnessed across the country as a reaction to the disputed outcome of the general elections. The 2007 general elections were characterized by a huge turnout of people both the young people and the aged who queued for long hours in order to cast their votes.

Both the young and the old in Kenya saw the 2007 elections as an opportunity to realize their hopes and dreams of an inclusive, democratic and just society. Youth like many other Kenyans had been sidelined from decision-making processes. Right from the hand-over of power by the British to the real freedom- fighters most of whom were young people were overlooked and power went to the home-guards. Furthermore the Lancaster Constitution was later mutilated and power concentrated in the presidency gravely aggravating the situation. The net effect by the end of the 80’s was destruction of all the foundations of democratic government; the introduction of authoritarianism; the negation of the constitutionally-protected Bill of Rights; the subversion of the struggle for freedom; the alienation of government from the people; and marginalization of the rest of the Kenyan population and the ethnicization of politics.
NARC, under the Leadership of President Mwai Kibaki came into power in 2003 with promises of change including, a new constitution, increased democratic space, economic growth, employment for youth and inclusiveness. The new constitution was seen as essential to prevent a recurrence of the abuses of the previous KANU regime that had been in power since Kenya attained her independence from the British. However, just months upon taking the reins of power the coalition collapsed without delivering thus creating frustration and distrust in the government due to a memorandum of understanding (MOU) that was trashed by one of the partners in the coalition.

Kenyans approached the 2007 elections as an opportunity to bring about change and a second chance to realise the dreams that did not materialise in the 2002 elections and therefore unlike in previous elections it attracted a huge number of youth amounting to 68% of the total registered voters. The old also voted in huge numbers compared to previous years.
The dreams of many Kenyans were shuttered when the ECK failed to conduct free and fair elections. They did not release the elections results on time and did not address tallying anomalies and eventually announcing what was seen as disputed presidential results. The announcement triggered massive countrywide protests which quickly turned violent. 
This immediately impacted on the economy which had recorded a growth rate of 6.2%. Businesses have been destroyed, looted and supply routes disrupted. Kenya business leaders said that the government was losing around 2 billion Shillings ($29.5 million) a day in lost revenue as a result of the violence. The post election violence has negatively affected the youth, men, women and children especially the youth who rely on key sectors like tourism, industry, agriculture, manufacturing and transport and the informal sector for employment. Those in middle age and the old have also been greatly affected since they rely on the informal sector for a livelihood. The tourism sector is the most affected. Provisional figures for 2006 from the Kenya tourism board said the country had received 1.5 million visitors for the year, a growth of 5.2 per cent. The sector provides direct employment to about 170,000 people and indirectly to another 340,000. The agriculture sector is equally affected; the tea, dairy and sugar industries have all recorded losses. Agriculture particularly has been disrupted because farmers were not able to get their produce to the market as transportation routes were cut off. 
Kenya has also been adversely affected globally by the rise in crude oil prices which recently hit the dollar 100 per barrel mark. The problem was further compounded by the blockading of roads and destruction of property which totally paralysed the transportation of fuel products to all parts of the country precipitating an acute shortage in the country and the region. This led to a sharp increase on all petroleum products.

The Government and civil society organisations (CSOs) are focusing their efforts towards humanitarian and relief activities to deal with the many families in Kenya displaced both in urban and rural areas. In the rural areas, homes have been destroyed, burnt or looted, and hundreds of families are now living in police stations, churches and schools, many of them with nothing but the clothes on their backs. Schools have also been affected with the displaced families’ children not able to access day schools both secondary and primary schools. In some parts of the country schools were burnt. Shops, markets and vehicles have also been destroyed, leaving thousands of entrepreneurs and their employees with no source of income.

The violence that has been witnessed around the country resulted in the death of more than 800 people according to the government but the same is refuted by CSOs, analysts who put the figure at more than a 1000 people with others still losing their lives at an average of 8 people being killed per day. The majority of these are alleged to have died at the hands of Police. In some of the regions, the violence has turned into certain people of certain communities being displaced for instance in Uganda there are 6,000 refugees who are believed to be mainly from the Central Province.
In Kenya the recently released statistics shows that sexual violence has been on steady increase. The statistics from police headquarters shows that some 2,005 women and children were raped in year 2002, the figure rose to 2,308 in year 2003 and to 2,908 in 2004. These statistics have almost tripled from the 1998 statistics which stood at 1,124 rape cases. In this era of HIV/AIDS sexual violence, for example rape, not only exposes the victim to sexually transmitted diseases, but also to the risk of acquiring HIV/AIDS. The high levels of HIV in the population mean that sexual violence against women and children carries a significant risk of transmission of the virus and of subsequent illness and death. Sexual violence has been identified as one of the most teething social problem young female are facing in Kenya. The seriousness of this social ill is well put by Njoki Ndungu- a former nominated Member of Parliament referring to Kenya as a nation of rapists. Sexual violence has made children, girls and women no longer safe in their own homes, schools, work places or on Roads

An opportunity for sexual assault is enhanced during violence. Sexual assault is an expression of anger, power and the woundedness of our nationhood in terms of ethnicity. Kenya being a patriarchal society and therefore power relations are defined by male lineage and structure of authority, the subjugation of women and children is visible in the camps where young women and children are vulnerable to sexual violence not forgetting that of late grandmothers have become targets of sexual assault.
In the aftermath of the contested elections there was a marked increase in sexual assault cases perpetuated by youth in gangs who were going door to door attacking victims in full view of family members. Due to the breakdown of the transportation system, many could not access medical attention. There are fears that some victims may have been exposed to the HIV and Aids virus. The Nairobi Women's Hospital on 31st December 2007 received 19 sexual assault cases, almost double the daily figures and in the past few weeks said that they had received 50 women. There are also several cases of men admitted in various wards after they were subjected to forced circumcision.

The culture that negates life through fear, hate, and prejudice against minority and vulnerable communities are enemies of the great faiths and common sense. There are obvious structural causes of violence which are in turn supported by particular contesting hegemonies that seek to control the resources and peoples of this World. Militarism has today emerged as one enduring type of ideology that justifies the occupation of other peoples’ land and entrenchment of the so called ‘democratic values’. In Africa, and around the world, the proliferation of small arms and light weapons contributes to escalating and prolonged violence. Violence is as old as history and encompasses all spheres of human consciousness and institutions. Violence is destructive; it is evil and death. Be it physical, emotional or spiritual the intent to cause harm or death upon another is evil. This is at the heart of God's revelation and a major teaching of the Bible. The fulfilment of peace with justice is the ultimate goal of Christ's ministry. This is, indeed, the crux of the Kingdom. Christ's birth was announced as the coming of Prince of Peace to the world. Christ described Himself as the true peace of the world. He promised the Kingdom for the peacemakers. He took a firm stand against injustice and identified Himself with the poor, oppressed and the victims of injustice and violence, supporting them in their struggle for justice and dignity. 
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