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1. Local perspectives on Kenyan unrest 

Partners from the East Africa community empowerment process and other colleagues from Kenya and the wider region have been experiencing the violent impacts of post-election unrest in Kenya. Several share their thoughtful and powerful reflections and analysis with equalinrights and our network. Read contributions from:
· Mwambi Mwasaru, development and human rights consultant, former acting Executive Director of the Kenya Human Rights Commission 

· Leonida Odongo, Trainer in HIV/AIDS community-based care and support services, and Ebony Youth and Orphans Support Initiative Kenya 

· Rebecca Tanui, Programme Officer for Economic Justice, Building Eastern Africa Community Network (BEACON) 

· Anthony Wafula, Nairobi-based journalist and consultant 

· Youth Mirror Movement's Phebias Wandera and colleague
2. Human Rights learning for economic and social transformation retreat
How can learning about human rights as a way of life, through all sectors of society, be best introduced and used for effective economic and social transformation to affirm dignity and achieve justice and  equality? 
 

This was the core question explored in a retreat equalinrights convened with People's Movement for Human Rights Learning - PDHRE - on human rights learning for economic and social transformation, The retreat took place from 29 October - 1 November 2007, in Graz, Austria with support from the European Training and Research Centre for Human Rights and Democracy and the Institute for Development Studies. The fundamental goal of this gathering was to explore, debate, and generate strategies, methodologies, and pedagogies for changing the consciousness of people everywhere as to how they see and use Human Rights and for stimulating their effective engagement with it as a framework for societal development. 

 

It proved to be a lively and engaging few days, both challenging and confronting, with participants from six continents, representing almost twenty countries, and stretching widely across a host of professional fields including education, medicine, music, law, media, philosophy, sociology, economics, environmentalism, anthropology, psychology, engineering, marketing, and community leadership, among others. A series of follow-up proposals are currently being explored in order to build on the ideas and engagement at the retreat and to stimulate learning and action to strengthen the movement for transformational learning around human rights as a way of life. 

Read more>> 

3. Materials

1. The role of civil society organisations in promoting social justice and sound developmental policies in SADC
Based on three case studies from Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe, this study examines how civil society actors relate to the government and its policies at national levels.

Read more >>



2. Children at the centre: a guide to supporting community groups caring for vulnerable children
These guidelines aim to provide practical guidance to agencies aiding the establishment of community groups to support vulnerable children. It draws together experiences from children, community group members and staff of supporting organisations to provide suggestions that can be adapted to different contexts to deliver quality and long-term care for children. 

Read more >> 



3. Poverty reduction for profit? A critical examination of business opportunities at the bottom of the pyramid
The author examines C.K Prahalad’s idea that selling to four billion poor people at the bottom of the economic pyramid (BoP) generates both profits for big business and eliminates poverty. A welcome, innovative and influential perspective, but an opportunity missed.

Read more >>
4.  A Human Rights-Based Approach to EDUCATION FOR ALL
This document brings together the current thinking and practice on human rights based approaches in the education sector. It presents key issues and challenges in rights-based approaches and provides a framework for policy and programme development from the level of the school up to the national and international levels.
Read more >>
For more guides, manuals and tools on issues relating to human rights-based development have a look at our resources page containing over 150 documents on 12 different subjects!

4. Upcoming events

February 17– March 29, 2008 
Global: Online Course on Gender Development
The purpose of this web-based training programme is to enhance the gender-responsive planning of key institutions and the management skills of their employees, so that they can more effectively play their part in implementing gender-sensitive development policies as well as mainstreaming gender in their activities in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.
Application deadline is February 14, 2008.
Read more >> 


May 5- 9 2008
Course: Monitoring Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
This course is a joint initiative of both the Graduate Institute of Development Studies (IUED) and HURIDOCS. The course will provide staff from small and medium organisations (in particular NGOs) with the know-how to get started in monitoring ESC rights, or in-depth knowledge to enhance their ESCR monitoring work.
Application Deadline is 1 February 2008 

Read More>>

May 5– 23, 2008
Global: Swedish funded training programme on journalism and democracy
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) requests applications for their 2008 programme in Journalism and Democracy to be held in Kalmar and Stockholm 
Application deadline is February 15, 2008..

Read more >>  


June 16 –20, 2008
Justice Sector Reform: Applying Human Rights Based Approaches
The aim of this IHRN training programme is to enhance skills of participants in applying Human Rights Based Approaches to Justice Sector Reform.
Application deadline is Friday 2 May 2008 (with priority for applications received by Friday 14 March)
Read more >>  


September 3-5 2008 
The 61st annual DPI/NGO conference 

This conference will commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and is calling for greater grassroots participation. It will be held at the UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France. 
Read more>>
Equalinfo is the monthly newsletter of equalinrights, the independent resource centre and support network on translating human rights-based development into practice. By providing tools, resource persons, networks and direct support to civil society groups, we aim to advance the struggle against poverty through human rights. 

Human rights are yours. Use them!
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