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1. Welcome to Equalinfo!
Equalinrights, the international resource centre and support network on human rights-based development (HRBD), proudly presents the first edition of its monthly newsletter Equalinfo. Equalinfo will keep you updated about our activities and inform you of important events and materials related to human rights-based development. We welcome you to send us information you think is important for the advancement of human rights-based struggles so we can post it to our website or include it in future editions of our newsletter.

2. Equalinwhat?

A short introduction to who we are: equalinrights is an independent, global resource centre and support network on translating human rights-based strategies into practice. We support grassroots organisations and civil society groups that identified the need for more knowledge, tools and experience to effectively pursue human rights-based development in struggles against poverty - to make rights real! For more information about our activities, the support we provide, and HRBD in general, visit our website www.equalinrights.org or email  info@equalinrights.org. 
3. World Social Forum: event or process?
In January 2007, equalinrights had the wonderful opportunity to take part in the World Social Forum (WSF) held in Nairobi (Kenya). We were co-organisers of the Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus (HDHRC) and hosted several events with allied development and human rights organisations and key human rights actors. What were the outcomes of equalinrights’ contributions, the work of the HDHRC and the WSF 2007 process overall? And what are the next steps? 
Go to equalinrights’ World Social Forum page>>
Equalinrights is currently working on follow-up activities within two coalitions in the HDHRC: the Gender Equity Coalition and the Human Rights and Economic and Social Struggles Group. Both coalitions seek to use this event as part of a longer term process of change.  Would you like to be involved? Or would you like to receive more information on the HDHRC? Send an email to info@equalinrights.org 

4. Database of resource persons in action

Equalinrights’ database of resource persons went online in October 2006 to respond to a serious gap in knowledge on HRBD and awareness of where to go for support. It consists of experienced and highly capable trainers, consultants, facilitators and researchers in the human rights and development field. 
The database serves as a resource pool for organisations requiring assistance in capacity building activities on HRBD. We invite you to visit the online database or contact us directly for assistance in the development of training materials, participatory research, and other learning processes across the breadth of HRBD. 
Resource persons who were recently identified through equalinrights’ database have assisted grassroots organisations with projects on: using human rights based strategies to end poverty in Western Kenya; using parallel reporting to United Nations treaty bodies in East Africa as an advocacy and mobilisation tool, and using human rights-based strategies in West Africa.
Go to the online database>>
5. Equalinrights goes multilingual!

Equalinrights is growing to better meet our goal of connecting people from the global South. Ensuring broader access to information on the equalinrights website moved forward recently when our Spanish and French websites were launched! 
6. Materials
1. Participatory Video as a Tool for Social Change 
In cooperation with Oxfam Novib’s Nairobi Office and the Institute of Development Studies in Sussex, equalinrights facilitated a learning process on participatory video making as a tool for social and economic change in Somalia/land. One of the outcomes of the initial workshop is a preliminary guideline on using participatory video as a human rights-based strategy.
Read more>>
2. Budgeting Human Rights

Equalinrights participated in the development of this new guideline on budgeting for human rights from the APRODEV Rights & Development Group. The Group is currently exploring ways to support costing and budgeting human rights as an effective strategy to more proactively pressure governments to implement human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights.
Read more>>
3. Frequently Asked Questions on a Human Rights-Based Approach to Development Cooperation 
Need an update on what HRBD is all about? This document, published by the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) in 2006, addresses some of the major questions.

Read more>>
4. Lessons learnt from Rights-Based Approaches in the Asia Pacific Region

This detailed report from the OHCHR (2005) contains case studies on experiences with HRBD in the Asia Pacific region. A great publication for a practical perspective of HRBD!
Read more>>
For more guides, manuals and tools on issues relating to rights-based strategies have a look at our resources page containing over 150 documents on 12 different subjects!

7. Upcoming events

June 7:
The Right to Food in Practice

Seminar on the Human Right to Food and the FAO Voluntary Guidelines in Utrecht, The Netherlands

Read more>>
June 11 – 22: 
Building capacity for rights: democracy and development in Africa

Rights-based training course in Johannesburg, South Africa

Read more>>
June 18 – 25:

Pan-African Youth Leadership Forum

‘Democracy in Africa: Renewing the Vision’ in Accra, Ghana

Read more>>
July 5 – November 27:

Human Rights Monitoring

Distance learning course

Read more>>
Human rights are yours. Use them!
Equalinrights / The Netherlands Institute of Human Rights / Janskerkhof 3 / 3512 BK Utrecht / The Netherlands / Phone +31 30 253 8510 / info@equalinrights.org / Skype ID equalinrights
www.equalinrights.org 
If you would like to unsubscribe from this list, send a reply to this email with “unsubscribe” as the subject.
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